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JOHNSON, J. Concurring

La. R.S. 23:1317 mandates that the hearing officers in worker’s compensation cases shall

not be bound by technical rules of evidence or procedure, but all findings of fact must be based on

competent evidence. 

This relaxed standard for the admissibility of evidence would allow the hearing officer  to

consider as evidence items such as employment records, tax records, or medical records which

would ordinarily  be excluded as hearsay, and correctly so, since these records could easily be

authenticated.

In my view, this relaxed standard would never allow hearing officers to rely upon hearsay

statements (in this case double hearsay) and use such statements as the basis for a judgment.

I concur in the result reached by the majority, since plaintiff failed to meet her burden of

proof.

 


