03/15/02 “ See News Release 019 for any concurrences and/or dissents.”

SUPREME COURT OF LOUISIANA

NO. 02-CD-0539
NO. 02-CD-0604

CITGO PETROLEUM CORPORATION AND CONOCO, INC.
V.

LOUISIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

PER CURIAM

In these applications, relators, the Louisiana Public Service Commission
(“LPSC”) and others, ask usto order the district court to grant adirect appeal to this
court of adeclaratory judgment rendered by the district court which ordersthat certain
partiesbe allowed to intervenein aproceeding beforethe LPSC. Relators assert that
the district court was sitting as an appellate court in review of the LPSC’ s ruling;
therefore, relators maintain they are entitled to adirect appeal to this court pursuant to
La Congt. art. 1V, 8§ 21(E). By contrast, the district court concluded it was sitting as
acourt of original jurisdiction pursuant to La. Const. art. V, 8§ 16. Therefore, the
district court ruled an appeal from itsjudgment would lie in the court of appea under
La Consgt. art. V, § 10.

The question of whether thedistrict court hasorigina jurisdiction over thiscase
will necessarily determine whether this court has gppellate jurisdiction. Accordingly,
wewill not pass at thistime on the merits of relators' request that we assume appellate
jurisdiction over this case. Instead, pursuant to our general supervisory authority
grantedinLa. Congt. art. V, 8 5(A), wewill grant relators leaveto file an application
for supervisory writsin this court, within thirty days of this order, addressing whether
the district court has original jurisdiction over this matter. Respondents shall be

granted fifteen daysfrom thedate of filing of relators' application to file an opposition,



should they wish to do so.



