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Granted. The ruling of the trial court on the
defendant’'s notion to suppress, and the court of appeal's
decision affirmng that order, are reversed and this case is
remanded to the district court for further proceedings. It
clearly appears fromthe testinony at the suppression hearing
that the police stopped the defendant and the passenger who
was riding on the handle bars of his bicycle not only on the
basi s of defendant's inmediate flight upon observing the

officers, see Illinois v. Wardlow, US| 120 S. C

673, 145 L.Ed.2d 570 (2000), but also on the basis of the
illegal manner in which the defendant operated his bicycle by
turning against traffic and peddling headl ong across the paths
of oncom ng vehicles, nearly causing tw accidents. See La.
R S. 32:194 (“Every person riding a bicycle upon a highway of
this state shall be granted all of the rights and shall be
subject to all the duties applicable to the driver of a
vehicle by this Chapters . . . .7); La.R S 32:197(A) ("Every
person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall ride as near
to the right side of the roadway as practicabl e, exercising

due care when passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in
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the sanme direction); see also La.R S. 32:195(B) (“No bicycle
shall be used to carry nore persons at one tine than the
nunber for which it is designed and equi pped.”). This

conbi nation of circunstances provided the officers with

reasonabl e grounds to stop the defendant, see State v. Kalie,

96- 2650, p. 3 (La. 9/19/97), 699 So.2d 879, 881 (police need
only “sonme mnimal |evel of objective justification”)
(internal quotation nmarks and citations omtted) and their
recovery of a rock of cocaine in the plastic bag which the
def endant subsequently spat from his nmouth where he had been
concealing it fromthe officers then provi ded probabl e cause

for his arrest.



